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Buying and Selling 

Issue One 

 

Buying a new home 
Up sticks, flitting, relocating, U-Haul - whatever you want to call it, moving 
house shouldn’t be an ordeal. 

Is the house you are buying future-proof ?  

Introduction 
Buying a new home or selling your 
own existing property can seem 
daunting – after all, they say it is 
one of the most stressful things we 
ever do! 

But it can also be one of the 
most exciting times too! 

Your Home 

Seven secrets of success to buying a house in the new economy 

1. Insist on a professional valuation by a member of the RICS. 

2. Remember, fixtures and fittings will not be taken into the final valuation.  

3. Ask the vendor to contribute towards the deposit. This is common practice now and 
can see the vendor making a £2,500 - £5,000 reduction. 

4. When negotiating the purchase price, from your original reduced offer,  
only increase your offer in lumps of £250. 

5. Never give in to pressure from the selling agent. You are the buyer and you are  
in control. It can take time to find a new buyer if you withdraw from the sale, 
particularly in the new economy. 

6. Always remember, a house is a place to live first and foremost, and is not an investment. 

7. The Estate Agent is acting for the seller not YOU the Buyer. 



 

 
www.surveys4you.co.uk 2 

 

Basic House Categories 
The future-proof nature of a 
property all depends on how your 
lifestyle will change and how you 
will grow.   

“If we could live our lives 
backwards then this  
would be perfect”  

Issue One 

How could a traditional semi or terraced house be future proof ? 
Really what we mean by future-proof is how physically adaptable the property 
is to our lifestyle changes so for example a 1930s standard semi-detached house 
will lend itself to a number of possibilities, a side and rear extension and the 
possibility of a loft conversion. 

1960’s 

Blocks of Flats 

The Detached Property 

“You Don’t Buy a House, You Buy a Lifestyle” 
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Finding Your Dream Home! 
First things first - we need to find your dream home!  
Location, location, location 

Viewing Properties 

It is worth bearing a few things in mind when you set 
off to view properties: 

• What is your first impression as you approach the property? 

• Does it have the wow factor? 

• What does the area seem like?  

• What are surrounding properties like? 

• Is there a lot of traffic or other noise? 

• Are there any planning applications pending? 

 

Issue One 
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Buying your new home 

Issue One 

Once you have found the home of your dreams you will 
need a few more things: 

• A solicitor to sort out all the legal bits and pieces about buying 
your property. 

• A survey (remember a Mortgage Valuation is NOT a survey). 

• Finance. 

• Insurance to protect you and your property in the future. 

Getting a survey 
Your new property is an investment as well as a family 
home, so you want to protect it and make sure there are 
no nasty surprises in store when the removal lorry pulls 
away… 

The Charters-Reid Surveyors Ltd surveyor will have 
local knowledge of construction techniques and common 
defects. They will spend much more time at the property 
than the average purchaser and have the skill and 
knowledge to interpret any defects found and advise 
upon a course of action. 

Benefits of an independent survey 

An RICS qualified chartered surveyor from Charters-
Reid Surveyors Ltd will consider a broad range of 
matters in relation to the property, including: 

• its age, type and style including structural movement, 
timber and damp defects including cause, significance and 
remedial action. 

• condition of external items including walls, roofs, 
chimneys, gutters, windows and doors many of which get 
overlooked by purchasers concentrating on internal 
accommodation and presentation. 

• internal items including roof space, ceilings, walls and 
floors will be examined; 

• services including electricity and gas will be examined and 
recommendations made based upon findings throughout 
the property. 

• outside features including garden walls, garages and 
substantial outbuildings will be examined. 

Still in doubt about the value of a survey? 
Consider the relatively small cost of a survey against the 
overall cost of the property and any potentially expensive 
defect. 

• What type of survey should I have? 

• Building Survey  

• Home Mover Report 

Insurance to protect you and your home 
With such a big financial commitment on the way, it is 
time to think about insurance - products to protect you 
and your family, your mortgage and the property you are 
about to buy.   
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Issue One 

Plan to Sell! 
The first and most important rule 
when it comes to selling your home 
is that you have to plan to sell!   

First Impressions Count 

• Tidy up the garden and get rid of 
the weeds - that old bedstead and 
last year’s Christmas tree is just not 
a good look! 

• Use lawn care treatment to make 
your grass greener (best done a few 
weeks before marketing) 

• Pressure wash driveways and 
paving stones 

• Repair and repaint external 
woodwork and garden gates 

• Wash your windows 

• Clean down any PVCu windows, 
doors, fascias and soffits  

• Remove debris from gutters. 

• Repair and re-treat or repaint 
fences. 

How much should you ask for your house? 
A very good question - how do you know the true market value of your home? 

Well they say a property is only worth what someone is prepared to pay (or 
what someone else can sell it for!). You could try dreaming up a figure and 
trying it out on your estate agent. If they yell: “HOW MUCH!!???” then you 
might want to think again…  

How Do I Choose an Estate Agent? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Why not mystery shop your estate agent? 
Ask them details about a house for sale in your area and then ask yourself just 
how helpful they were?  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Local or national chains? 
• 

Are they using the latest sales methods? 
• 

• 

Are they regulated? 
• 

Selling your home 
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Do they come recommended? 
• 

• 

Do they present properties to 
a high quality? 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

What are their fees? 

Go with your gut instinct 

Contracts 
Once you've instructed an estate 
agent, you will need to sign a 
contract detailing the agreement 
between you.  

Multiple agents 

Issue One 

The Art of Selling 

Any advice on selling? Don’t accept the first offer? 
Look for buyers that are not in a long chain?  

Preparing your home for sale and presenting your home for viewings 

• remove everyday clutter and store in loft space or hire a storage space 

• depersonalise your home, remove excessive photographs to help prospective 
purchasers envisage your old home as their new one 

• present a bedroom as such, not as a dumping ground for clutter 

• your aim is to provide a light, fresh, clean house that purchasers feel at home in 

• enhance kerb/photo appeal, keep the garden tidy 

• freshen exterior paintwork and do any other minor repairs 

• consider replacing old/worn carpets or redecorating in neutral tones 

• dress the house by displaying a simple bunch of flowers, new towels in the bathroom 

• kitchens and bathrooms sell houses-is yours up to the mark? 

• remember you are selling a lifestyle choice or aspiration, as well as your home 

• don’t overcrowd the prospective purchaser, give them chance to look around alone 

• try to arrange for children/pets to be out during the viewing 

• Locate Guarantees for works eg. Cavity wall insulation, double glazing, electrics 

• locate Planning Permissions and Building Regulations documents - your legal adviser 
will need them 

We can provide information on Selling Your House.  
Why not go for our combined E.P.C. & House Selling advice? 

 
Charters-Reid Surveyors Ltd 
Woodlands Farm Offices,  
Flaxton, York 
YO60 7QZ 

Tel: 01904 468881 | Fax: 01904 468183 
www.surveys4you.co.uk 

Email: info@uksurveys.net 
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